
 

 



 

Dear Delegates,  

Welcome to MOVENU 2011, my name is Simonetta Spavieri and I will serve you as the Secretary General for this 

Ninth Edition that we have named ñVoluntaries for Peaceò convinced of the duty that youth has towards the 

achievement of a better world. I am honored to oversee the contents of MOVENU next to the Academic Coordinators, 

Maria Pinzón, Jacobo Cordido y Daniella Nacad. Together, we have committed to ensure the academic excellence of 

MOVENU, to which we believe necessary different conditions given by the delegates and the Dias. From you 

delegates, we hope to find commitment on being proactive speakers of your thoughts, smart creators of solutions and 

forgers of solid consensuses. From the Dias we shall offer efficient and non-obstructive moderation, dedication, 

knowledge of agenda topics and the following study guide which shall serve to you as a first immersion in the topic.  

The study guide is set in different sections that can help to understand the committeeôs agenda. Firstly, a section 

regarding the mandate and functions of the committee, then the topic issue explained with its background and 

different aspects. Finally, a section related to the different bloc positions can orientate you to understand your official 

position and role in the committee and the section ñquestions a resolution must answerò should allow you to 

understand the kind of solutions that are expected as a result of the discussion you will be part of.  Another document 

that as a delegate you should refer to is the General Rules of Procedure of MOVENU 2011 and those specific rules for 

specialized committees, all of these available on our website.  

We would like the result of this academic and social experience to be the renewal of commitment from us youngsters 

in serving as tools for change of our social realities. The invitation is to prepare to the debate in your committee of 

MOVENU 2011 with the awareness that to confront the problems of our generation it will be required the same level 

of preparation, as well as your interest and actions. You have demonstrated to be pre-occupied by entering this event, 

we wish to see us all occupied in finding solutions during the days of MOVENU and occupied afterwards in applying 

our strength in voluntary initiatives that can contribute to the development of our country and the world.  

We are available to assist you during your preparation to MOVENU through the official e-mails for each committee, 

academic coordinator and the Secretary General, as well as other digital media set by each Dias for your committee.  

Specifically for your committee:  pgmc.movenu2011@gmail.com, ca.dnacad.movenu2011@gmail.com and through 

Facebook: Crisis Ministerial Cabinet MOVENU 2011 

Wishing to meet you all in October,   

Simonetta Spavieri 

sg.movenu2011@gmail.com 
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Dear Delegates, 

It is a pleasure for us to welcome to the Joint Crisis Cabinet (JCC): the 1917 Russian Revolution, 

ñFollowing the Fall of the Tsarist Regimeò; Provisional Governmentôs Ministerial Cabinet, ñThe 

Coalition of Bourgeois Liberal Parties and Moderate Socialistò of the 9
th
 edition of MOVENU. 

This JCC is a very complex project in which we have placed a great amount of time and effort; our 

principle goal has been to try to make this simulation as faithful as possible to the circumstances faced 

by the Provisional Government when they initiated their period in Russia in 1917, after the Tsarist 

Regime was thrown down by the initial revolution. We must take into account the great amount of 

internal tensions that were felt within the people that still supported the Monarchy and the 

Revolutionaries that searched for a change, not to mention the international commitments that Russia 

faced at the time; this is why it is important for us to not only focus on maintaining internal order and 

increasing our support and acceptance within the population which is our primary goal, but at the same 

time to not forget the international circumstances at hand, our interests and our allies. 

It is our mission to try to instate in Russia a stable constitutional form of government in which we 

recognized the rights of the Russian people, promote democratic policies and search for the 

implementation of economical measures that will ensure our goal of achieving sustained development 

and the modernization of the nation. 

We have very high expectations on this committee and on the quality of debate;  

I am sure that you will do your best to seize the opportunity this crisis cabinet brings to you and we will 

hear creative and innovative ideas and proposals that will try to change history, not only for a country, 

but for the world as we know it; let us instate a new Russia since 1917 and spare the Russian people, 

our people, from the decades of despair that communism has to offer them. 

Leonor Azpúrua 

President of the JCC: Provisional Governmentôs Ministerial Cabinet. 

leonorhelena27@hotmail.com 

 

 



 

Introduction to the Committee:  

Welcome delegates to The Provisional 

Governmentôs Ministerial Cabinet: ñThe 

Coalition of Bourgeois Liberal Parties and 

Moderate Socialistsò of the JCC (Joint Crisis 

Cabinet): The 1917 Russian Revolution: 

ñFollowing the Fall of the Tsarist Regimeò. In 

this JCC you will be representing the members 

of the Provisional Government instated in 

Russia in March 1917 following the resignation 

of Tsar Nicholas II, of his son Alexei and of 

Tsar Nicholasôs brother the Dutch of Russia 

Michael Romanov, leaving no other heir to the 

Russian throne and putting an end to the 

Dynasty and the Imperial Regime in Russia; 

debate will initiate on the day the Provisional 

Government was instated, formally on March 

5
th
, 1917 (Julian Calendar).  

To further understand how the Cabinet will 

function and as a mean to comprehend the 

situation at hand, this guide will be divided on a 

series of focus points: 

I. History of Revolutionary Russia: 

Initiating with the first Constitutionalist 

movement and finalizing at the date the 

simulation initiates. This historical 

briefing will be divided by Tsarist 

Regime and subdivided by significant 

events that took place during the 

Regimes exposed (It is important for 

delegates to research on this matter). 

II.  Members of the Cabinet and 

Biography of the Characters: leading 

to the date that the simulation initiates. 

III.  Political Parties relevant to the 

simulation: This focus point will 

include a briefing of all relevant parties 

that includes their origins, political 

views and general policy. 

IV.  Further Recommendations on 

Research: This area of the study guide 

will highlight a series of significant 

events that require further 

investigations and some recommended 

references for such research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

I. History of Revolutionary Russia: 

To begin to understand the complexity of the 

internal Russian conflict it is important to 

initiate with a historical briefing starting with 

the 1825 Revolution, also known as the first 

Russian Revolution and the Regime in which 

this event took place, Tsar Nicholas I´s Regime: 

Tsar Nicholas Iôs Regime: 

¶ The beginning of the Regime: 

Tsar Nicholas I was born on July 6
th
 1796 in 

Gatchina, he was the son of Emperor Paul I and 

Maria Feodorovna, Nicolas had two elder 

brothers Alexander I of Russia and the Grand 

Duke Constantine Pavlovich of Russia. 

After his elder brother Alexander I died 

suddenly by typhus, his younger brother the 

Grand Duke was supposed to inherit the throne, 

but instead the Grand Duke Constantine 

decided to resign to the throne; the next in the 

line of succession was Nicholas who had not 

been as efficiently prepared as his elder siblings 

to become the Emperor of Russia. 

The unexpected death of the Tsar, the 

resignation to the throne of the Grand Duke, the 

weakness of Nicholasôs preparation for the 

throne, the lack of support from the Russian 

people to the new Tsar and the general 

ignorance of the situation at hand during the 

interregnum favored a number of disturbances 

and protests that initiated with the first formal 

revolt against the Tsarist Regime that had the 

finality of promoting political reforms and 

possibly favoring the instauration of a 

constitutional form of government.  

¶ The Revolution of 1825 (The Decembrist 

Revolt): 

This Revolution immediately follows the death 

of Alexander I Tsar of Russia. When Alexander 

died he had no immediate descendants so his 

brother Constantine became the heir to the 

Russian throne, but Constantine lived at the 

time in Poland with his Polish wife, so in view 

of this issue he decided to resign to his right to 

throne, this became a state secret and Nicholas 

(Constantineôs younger brother, and next in line 

for the throne) did not know that his brother 

had resigned, so in ignorance of this fact 



 

Nicholas and the Russian Army pledged their 

alliance to the elder brother as the new Tsar and 

Constantine who remained in Warsaw declared 

nothing; the interregnum lasted 3 weeks, until 

the royal family decided (after receiving a final 

response from Constantine) to instruct the 

Army to make a new pledge of Alliance to the 

new Tsar (Tsar Nicholas I) on December 26. 

 

A group of members of the Army with 

constitutionalist beliefs, in view of the 

circumstances, took advantage of the situation 

and persuaded other soldiers to believe that the 

new pledge was a part of a coup dô®tat against 

Constantine, and they begun with the first 

protests within Russia. Armed platoons took the 

streets holding banners that demanded ñFor 

Constantine and a Constitutionò.  

Tsar Nicholas I confronted directly the rebels in 

a square in St. Petersburg, the confrontation 

ends with the Tsars order to the artillery, to 

begin fire against the rebels, after the crowd 

dispersed in panic and the protest finally ended 

there were close to a hundred casualties. 

Following this movement all plot leaders were 

found and arrested, five of them were sentenced 

to death by the regime, even do this uprising 

did not achieve anything for the rebels, it was 

the prelude to a series of protests and 

movements within Russia. The Decembrists 

(Dekabrists), as these rebels were to be 

denominated in future references, were 

considered as the first martyrs during the 

Russian Revolutionary tradition. 

¶ Policies instated during Tsar Nicolas Iôs 

Regime: 

This first revolt became the starting point for a 

series of Revolutionary Movements within 

Russia that continued until 1917, in view of the 

events that took place during Tsar Nicholas Iôs 

accession to the throne he was determined to 

maintain order and stability within Russia 

during his Regime, by any means necessary; 

Tsar Nicholas I ruled with an iron fist, one of 

his first actions as Tsar was to create a secret 

police, called the Third Section of Imperial 

Chancellery; which ran a network of spies and 

informants within Russia with support of the 



 

Gendarmes (Members of the Gendarmerie ña 

military force that serves with police-like 

functions among the civil societyò). 

Tsar Nicholas Iôs government also instated a 

strong censorship policy for example for the 

media, multiple publications, education and all 

other manifestations that become matter of 

public record. 

The Ministry of Education of 1833 under the 

leadership of Sergei Uvarov, promoted a 

nationalist campaign that established the 

guiding principles of the Regime, such 

principles were ñAutocracy, Orthodoxy and 

Nationalityò. The intention of such campaign 

was to ensure the peopleôs loyalty to the Tsar 

and increase popularity, but on the contrary 

such actions only led to reduce popularity and 

in consequence it increased the governmentôs 

repressive policies and promoted the 

suppression of other nationalities and religions 

in the nation. 

Another strong policy instated during 

Nicholasôs Regime, was the non-abolition of 

Serfdom within Russia. Serfdom originates 

from the Latin word ñservus ñwhich means 

servant or slave, this term refers directly to the 

socio-economic status of an enslaved peasant 

that works under a feudalist system, this means 

in a more specific way as the enforced labour of 

individuals within the fields of landowners. 

Considering 

that Russia at 

the time was 

merely 

feudalistic 

and that it 

was more 

effective to manage peasants directly by the 

hands of landlords that under the policies of 

small burocratic groups, it is more than logical 

that Tsar Nicholas I protected such institution, 

but even do he maintained Serfdom within 

Russia he also promoted a series of policies that 

searched to improve the quality of life and the 

treatment that peasants were receiving at the 

time. 

¶ Philosophical and Political antagonism: 

During Tsar Nicholas Iôs Regime in view of the 

emphasis that the government put on the 

Russian Nationalistic Campaigns two divergent 

philosophical branches had emerged, the 

Westernizers, who believed that Russia was 

fairly undeveloped in relation with other 

European civilizations and in consequence of 

this matter considered that the only way that 

Russia could develop in an efficient way is by 

promoting a integration process called 

ñEuropeanizationò in which not only must 

Russia adopt European culture and customs but 

also it has to take a strong role in the integration 



 

of the continent in political and cultural matters. 

The counter-party known as the Slavophiles, 

strongly favored the Slavic culture and 

customs, and disregarded the materialistic and 

rationalistic principles that ruled the western 

policies, they believed that the Russian Peasant 

Commune offered a strong alternative from the 

Western Capitalism, and in this remark 

ensuring the creation of more socially 

beneficial policies and making Russia a more 

socially conscious, strong and patriotic nation. 

¶ The November Uprising A.K.A. the Cadet 

Revolution (The Polish-Russian War 1830-

1831): 

 

In view of the political instability product of the 

four partitions that Poland suffered in the 

period between 1772 and 1815.  At the end of 

1775 Poland as an independent political entity 

ceased to exist, the Duchy of Warsaw was 

formed by the territories that were partitioned 

and given to the Kingdom of Prussia in 1807. 

The Vienna Congress of 1815 redefined the 

territories in view of the new international 

interests for this territory, by repartitioning 

Poland between the Kingdom of Prussia, the 

Russian Empire and the Habsburg Empire.  

 

The Russian Empire gained hegemony over the 

semiautonomous territory known as the 

Congress Kingdom, originally such Kingdom 

had a fair independence from the Empire, only 

being indirectly ruled by Imperial Control but 

based on its own ñConstitution of the Kingdom 

of Polandò. The Tsar of Russia will also be 

recognized as the King of Poland, but this 

Province had the capacity to elect its own 

Parliament and Government officials and also 

the Kingdom counted with its own Treasury, 

Courts and Army; but over time the Provinceôs 

independence was becoming more limited and 

the Russian governments direct interventions 

became greater.  

 

Alexander I never appointed himself as King of 

Poland on the contrary he recognized his 

brother the Grand Duke Constantine as the in 

factum Viceroy in disregard of the Polish 

Constitution. In 1819 Alexander I also 

disregarding the Constitution and Resolutions 

signed during the Vienna Congress by 

establishing censorship policies within Poland. 

In 1821 the Secret Police begun persecutions 

against polish clandestine organizations and 

freemasonry was abolished, in consequence of 

the persecutions lead by the Russian 

Government following 1825 the Polish 

Parliament decided to meet secretly to discuss 

the possible independence of the territory.  

 

After Nicholas I was crowned king of Poland in 

1829 in Warsaw al internal affairs of Poland 



 

were administrated by his brother Constantine 

who lives in Poland and who used to be 

Alexander Iôs Viceroy, during his 

administration he also openly disregarded the 

Constitution and abolished polish social and 

patriotic organizations, The Russian Empire 

replaced Polish nationals with Russian citizens 

in important political positions within the 

Province. In Poland Constantine was generally 

viewed as an enemy of the nation and his 

leadership of the Polish Army lead to a series of 

internal conflicts. 

 

During the evening of November 29 the local 

Polish authorities assembled to decide which 

actions they were going to take against the 

Russian Administration and their involvement 

in the Polish government, they finally decided 

to remove a series of unpopular ministers and 

replaced them with Polish nationals, in view of 

the circumstances 

and to avoid 

armed conflict the 

loyalists tried to 

negotiate with the 

Grand Duke to 

come to a peaceful 

agreement, after 

the Grand Duke 

agreed to forgive 

the offenders and come to an amicable 

settlement, many radicals disagreed openly with 

the negotiations and promoted a National 

Uprising, in fear of a military confrontation 

with Russia, the polish government allowed the 

Grand Duke to leave Warsaw with his troops. 

 

Radical leaders did not trust the newly 

constituted ministries, so they replaced them 

with member of the Patriotic Club, after a 

negotiation with the government and the 

Administrative Council, the radicals declared 

their two principal demands, the first of them 

being the establishment of a revolutionary 

government and the second of them being an 

immediate attack upon the forces of 

Constantine that were encamped outside of the 

city, at this point the entire Polish Army had 

joined the Uprising with the exception of two 

generals.  

 

The remaining ministers of the pre-

revolutionary Council left and they were 

replaced by other members of the Patriotic 

Club, who now being the head representatives, 

called for a meeting of the Polish Assembly to 

formally instate a Revolutionary Dictatorship 

and for the recognition of a provisional 

government. Chlopicki was selected as the 

Dictator of the Uprising by the members of the 

Assembly, but he did not support the idea of 

engaging in a War with Russia, he first 
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proposed a series of peaceful negotiations with 

the Russian Regime to ensure the protection of 

the Polish Constitution. But negotiations failed, 

the pressure from the radicals in Warsaw that 

demanded a war to complete the liberation of 

Poland and the response of the Tsar to the 

negotiations which was the demand that Poland 

should surrender to their Tsar, led to unbearable 

tensions, Chlopicki resigned the next day. 

 

Following the resignation the government fell 

in the hands of the extreme radicals and on 

January 25
th
 1831 the Polish Assembly 

approved the Act of Desthronization of 

Nicholas I which was considered by Russia as a 

declaration of War. 

 

Within days of the declaration of War an Army 

of 115.ooo Russian soldiers crossed the borders 

of Poland, after a series of battles both sides of 

the conflict suffered significant casualties, 

many Europeans, the international population 

and governments felt identified with the Polish 

and sent economical support, but France and 

Great Britain showed their support towards the 

Russian government to protect their 

international alliances. Prussia and Austria 

remained neutral regarding the conflict and 

only participated by closing Polish frontiers and 

preventing the access of weapons, ammunition 

or any other war supplies. 

 

 After the Polish government started to 

lose popularity within the people in regards to 

their inefficiency to comply with the demands 

of the peasantry, the Russians gained terrain 

within Poland, after another series of battles 

and thousands of casualties the remaining 

20.000 troops from Poland, crossed the border 

to Prussia to declare their defeat, because they 

considered it to be more acceptable and 

honorable than surrendering themselves to the 

Russians, such action defined the end of the 

War. 

 

¶ The Crimean War (1853-1856): 

Tsar Nicholas I dispatched a diplomat to 

discuss with the Ottoman Sultan about the 



 

treaties regarding the protection of Catholics 

within the Ottoman Empire, the original treaties 

stated that the Sultan ñWas committed to 

protect the Christian religion and its Churchesò, 

but negotiations were to allow Russia to 

intervene directly within the protection of 

Christians inside the Ottoman Empire whenever 

the Sultans protection was deemed inadequate. 

The British decided to intervene in the 

negotiations and convinced the Sultan to reject 

the Russian demands. 

 In view of the failure of the negotiations 

the Tsar moved troops into, Moldavia and 

Wallachia (which were a couple of Danubian 

principalities of the Ottoman Empire), with the 

pretext of the Sultanôs failure to resolve the 

issue of the Holy Places. The Tsar believed that 

European nations would not strongly object to 

the actions taken by Russia and to the possible 

annexation of these neighboring provinces, 

especially after Russiaôs participation in the 

control of the 1848 revolutions. 

In view of the circumstances to protect the 

Ottoman Empire, Great Britain and France sent 

fleets to the Dardanelles, but hoped for peaceful 

negotiations, the four neutral powers (Prussia, 

Austria, Great Britain and France) met in 

Vienna to redact a proposition that they hoped 

both parties would agree upon; but such 

document was rejected by the Sultan because he 

considered that it was not clear and it led to the 

possibility of admitting many interpretations 

that did not favor the Ottoman Empire. After 

other diplomatic attempts also failed, France 

and Great Britain decided to seize their attempts 

at peaceful negotiation but Prussia and Austria 

continued to promote diplomatic solutions.  

Following the withdrawal of France and Great 

Britain from negotiations, the Ottoman Empire 

attacked the Russians near the Danube, after a 

fierce battle the Russian succeeded in sinking 

the Ottoman Fleet, so the Ottoman Empire in 

fear of the territory that Russia was gaining and 

the weakening of their forces, and after 

ignoring the Anglo-French ultimatum of 1953 

France and Great Britain defended the Turkish 

and joined the War against Russia. The Tsar 

believed that Austria would have supported 

their attempts within the Ottoman Empire 

because of the Russian actions to prevent the 

1848 revolutions, but Austria in 1854 even do it 

did not formally declare war against Russia 

sided with France and Great Britain and 

demanded that all Russian troops should be 

withdrawn from the Ottoman territory and also 



 

established that they would not secure their 

neutrality if the troops did not retire. In fear that 

Austria might join the War Russia withdrew its 

troops, and even do the original grounds for the 

War were no longer met, France and Britain 

continued with the hostilities. 

Determined to put an end to all possible 

hostilities from Russia towards the Ottoman 

Empire the demands of France and Great 

Britain were increased, they now also searched 

for Russia to give up its protectorate over the 

principalities,  abandon any claims referring to 

the protection of Orthodox Christians within the 

Ottoman Empire, a revision of the Straits 

Convention of 1841 and that all nations must 

gain access to the Danube, but after the Tsar 

refused to comply with such demands the 

Crimean War initiated. 

After a series of armed conflicts in the Black 

Sea, the Azov sea and the Baltic, in 1956 peace 

negotiations initiated by the hand of Tsar 

Nicholas I successor, Tsar Alexander II of 

Russia, negotiations lead to an agreement in 

which Russiaôs special privileges regarding the 

Danubian Principalities were transferred to the 

Great Powers as a community, in addition all 

national warships were to be banned from the 

Black Sea and the Tsar and the Sultan also 

agreed to not establish any naval or military 

arsenal on the Coast of the Black Sea (These 

last two clauses were a great disadvantage to 

Russia), and as a last point al Great Powers 

agreed to respect the independence and 

territorial integrity of the Ottoman Empire, such 

agreement lead to the end of the Crimean War. 

¶ End of the Regime: 

Tsar Nicholas I responded to the social-unrest 

of the 19
th
 century with an iron fist and strong 

and repressive policies, he focused in 

promoting Russiaôs international relations as 

well as on maintaining internal order and 

stability. 

He died on March the 2
nd

 1855 during the 

Crimean War because of an untreated cold that 

worsen and turned into a fatal case of 

pneumonia. 

  Tsar Alexander IIôs Regime: 

¶ Beginning of the 

Regime: 

Alexander II, 

1818ï81, czar of 

Russia (1855ï81), 

was the son and 

successor of 

Nicholas I. He ascended the throne during 

the Crimean War (1853ï56) and 

immediately set about negotiating a peace 

as was explained previously. 
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Influenced by Russia's defeat in the war and 

by peasant unrest Alexander embarked upon 

a modernization and reform program. The 

most important reform was the 

emancipation of the serfs. This failed, 

however, to meet the land needs of the 

newly freed group and created many new 

problems. In 1864, a system of limited local 

self-government was introduced called the 

zemstvos they were similar to a modern 

communal or municipal council, and also 

the judicial system was partially 

westernized. Municipal government was 

overhauled (1870), universal military 

training was introduced (1874), and 

censorship and control over education were 

temporarily relaxed. In Poland, Alexander 

initially adopted a moderate policy, granting 

the subject nation partial autonomy. When 

revolt broke out in 1863 consequence of the 

tensions that remained from the Russo-

Polish war; Alexander reacted with brutal 

suppression, imposing severe Russification 

and regaining control over the territory. The 

Western powers were sharply warned 

against interference. Prussia's support of 

Russia during this diplomatic crisis led to a 

Russo-Prussian rapprochement, and in 1872 

the Three Emperors' League was formed by 

Russia, Prussia, and Austria-Hungary. 

Throughout his reign Alexander promoted 

vigorous expansion in the East. The 

conquest of the Ussuri region in East Asia 

was confirmed by the Treaty of Beijing 

(1860) with China. Central Asia was added 

to Russia by the conquest of Kokand, 

Khiva, and Bokhara (1865ï76). Alaska, 

however, was sold (1867) to the United 

States. In 1877ï78 Russia waged war on 

Turkey, ostensibly to aid the oppressed 

Slavs in the Balkans. Meanwhile, in 

domestic affairs, Alexander's reforms, and 

while outraging many reactionaries were 

regarded as far too moderate by the liberals 

and radicals. Radical activities increased 

sharply among the intelligentsia, resulting 

in a reassertion of repressive policies.  

 

¶ End of the Regime: 

When the populist movement arose in the 

late 1860s, the government arrested and 

prosecuted hundreds of students. Many 

radicals responded with terrorist tactics. In 

1881, after several unsuccessful attempts, a 

member of the People's Will, a terrorist 

offshoot of the populist movement, 

assassinated Alexander with a hand-thrown 

bomb; this on the very of day March 13 that 

Alexander had signed a decree granting the 

zemstvos an advisory role in legislation. He 

was succeeded by his son Alexander III. 
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Tsar Alexander IIIôs Regime: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Beginning of the Regime: 

Alexander III unexpectedly came to the 

throne in 1881 on the assassination of 

Alexander II. To avoid facing the same faith 

as his father Alexander begun an extremely 

repressive period and he focused on three 

main beliefs:  

i. Repression of opponents 

ii.  Undoing the reforms of his 

father 

iii.  Restore Russiaôs position 

internationally and also her 

national identity, which he 

believed had been diluted 

throughout the 19
th
 Century. 

These were labeled as the basis of the 

óRussification Campaignô and they were 

applied immediately as he was crowned 

Tsar in 1881. The primary aspect of 

Russification was to rid Russia of western 

ideas that Alexander III believed had 

weakened the nation and reduced its 

national identity. Alexander wanted to 

reclaim Russiaôs óRussian-ness'. To achieve 

this he had to remove those people who had 

imported into Russia alien ideas that were 

covertly undermining his position and the 

national identity of Russia itself.  

Alexander saw no difference in what he 

wanted for himself and what he wanted for 

Russia. Russification was not new to 

Russia. There had been isolated examples of 

when this was done before. What made 

Alexanderôs policy so different was the 

intensity of it after 1881 and the attempt to 

give it some form of academic intellectual 

backing. 

Russification was to be carried out by the 

civil service and then by the governors in 

the regions who would use the police to 

carry it out at grass-roots level. Those who 

opposed this were to be dealt with by the 

police. The most central theme to 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/russification.htm


 

óRussificationô was the power of the 

monarch. Alexander III believed that for 

this to be unchallenged during his reign, the 

reforms of Alexander II had to be 

withdrawn. It was not possible to reverse 

the emancipation of the serfs but it was 

possible to reverse the power of the 

zemstvos (local councils) and under 

Alexander III, their powers were distinctly 

curbed and handed to the Ministry of the 

Interior.  

The Ministry of the Interior had to give its 

permission if taxes were to be raised by the 

zemstva. The Minister of the Interior was 

also given the power to nominate peasants 

to the zemstva at a local level if the ones 

already there did not meet with the approval 

of the central government. In this way, the 

government tried to ensure that its people 

held power at a local level and would do 

what they could to support Alexander III. In 

1889, the minimal powers that the zemstva 

had were removed; local justices of the 

peace were also removed and replaced by a 

system of land captains who were directly 

appointed and answerable to the Minister of 

the Interior. In this way, the government 

further extended its power at a local level. 

Only the Minister of the Interior could 

remove the land captains and at a local level 

each land captain was given draconian 

rights ï sending offenders into exile, 

flogging and handing out the death penalty. 

In a further effort to restrict what people 

could do, education was also reformed. The 

right of universities to appoint their own 

professors was abolished and new 

legislation required the governmentôs 

approval for new syllabuses to be taught. 

No student was allowed to be taught 

History unless he had permission from the 

Minister of Education. 

The church was also used to extend the 

power of the tsar. From 1881 to 1905, the 

Procurator of the Holy Synod was 

Pobedonestsev. The rule of Peter the Great 

had placed the church under the direct 

control of the government.  

The Holy Synod, created by Peter, was a 

mixture of archbishops and civil servants. 

The most important figure in the Holy 

Synod was the Procurator. The most 

important function of the Holy Synod was 

to preach obedience to the tsar; spirituality 

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/russian_church.htm
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came second. This obedience was meant to 

be transmitted from bishops to clergy in the 

villages. All were meant to have the same 

function ï preach obedience. Traditionally, 

what was said at confession was never 

divulged to a third party. Pobedonestsev 

changed this and information passed to a 

member of the church during confession 

was frequently passed on to the police and 

used as evidence against an offender. 

¶ End of the Regime: 

The reign of Alexander III did a great deal 

to extend the power of the tsar at the 

expense of liberties taken for granted in 

Western Europe. However, it needed a like-

minded man keen to involve himself in the 

hard work of government to succeed 

Alexander III if the reforms were to have a 

lasting impact. Alexander III became ill 

with nephritis in 1894, and died of this 

disease at the Livadia Palace on 1 

November 1894. His remains were interred 

at the Peter and Paul Fortress in Saint 

Petersburg. He was succeeded by his eldest 

son Nicholas II. 

Nicholas IIôs Regime 

¶ Beginning of the Regime: 

Nikolai Aleksandrovich Romanov was born 

near St Petersburg on 18 May 1868, he was 

the eldest son of Tsar Alexander III. When 

he succeeded his father in 1894, he had 

almost no experience of government. In the 

same year, Nicholas married Princess 

Alexandra of Hesse-Darmstadt. They had 

four daughters and a son, Alexei Tsarevich 

of Russia, who suffered from the disease 

haemophilia.  

¶ Time-line most important events During the 

Regime: 

1894 

Novem

ber 

14
th
. 

Wedding of 

Nicholas 

and 

Alexandra 

Fyodorovna 

1895 
January 

17
th
. 

Speech by 

Nicholas 

before the 

Zemstvo 

deputies. 

1895 
Novem

ber 3
rd

. 

Birth of his 

first 

daughter 

Olga. 

1896 
May 

14
th

. 

Coronatio

n of 

Nicholas in 

the 
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Cathedral 

of the 

Assumptio

n in the 

Moscow 

Kremlin.  

1896 
May 

18
th

. 

The 

Khodynka 

Tragedy 

during 

coronation 

celebration

. 

1897 
January 

3
rd

. 

Witteôs 

monetary 

reform gold 

currency 

introduced 

in Russia. 

1897 
May 

29
th
. 

Birth of 

second 

daughter 

Tatyana. 

1899 
June 

14
th
. 

Birth of 

third 

daughter 

Maria. 

1899 
June 

28
th
. 

Death of 

the 

Emperors 

brother and 

heir to the 

throne 

Tsarevich 

Georgy 

Alexandrov

ich. 

 

 

1901 
June 

5th 

Birth of 

daughter 

Anastasia. 

1903 

July 

15
th
-

22
nd

. 

Celebration 

for the 

canonizatio

n of the St. 

Seraphin. 

1904 
Januar

y 26
th

. 

Attack of 

Japanese 

Navy on 

Russian 

ships in 

Port 

Arthur. 

Beginning 

of the 

Russo 

Japanese 

War. 

 



 

1904 
July 

15
th

. 

Murder of 

Minister of 

Foreign 

Affairs 

Plehve by 

socialists 

revolution

ary 

Zasonov. 

 

 

1904 
July 

30
th
. 

Birth of his 

first son 

and heir to 

the Russian 

thrown 

Tsarevich 

Alexei. 

1904 

Decem

ber 

20
th
. 

Capitulatio

n of the 

fortress at 

Port Arthur, 

Russiaôs 

bastion in 

the far East. 

1905 
Januar

y 9
th

. 

Bloody 

Sunday. 

Troops fire 

towards a 

workers 

protest in 

St. 

Petersburg

. 

1905 
Februa

ry 4
th

. 

Assassinati

on of 

Moscow 

General 

Governor, 

Sergei 

Alexandro

vich by 

socialists 

Revolution

ary 

Kalvaev. 

1905 
May 

14
th

. 

Defeat of 

Russian 

navy in the 

Battle of 

Tsushima. 

1905 
August 

23
rd

. 

Signing of 

the 

Portsmout

h Peace 

Declaratio

n with 

Japan. 

190

5 

October 

17
th

. 

The October Manifesto, the 

limitation of the Powers of 



 

Monarchy. 

190

5 

Novemb

er 1
st
. 

First meeting of the imperial 

couple with Rasputin. 

190

6 

April 

27
th

. 

Grand opening of the first 

State Duma. 

190

7 
June 3

rd
. New voting law ratified. 

191

1 

Septem

ber 1
st
. 

Chairman of the Council of 

Ministers, Peter Stolypin, 

fatally wounded in Kiev by a 

security force agent. 

191

3 

Februar

y 21
st
. 

Celebration of the 300 year-

rule of the Romanov House. 

191

4 

July 

18
th

. 

Russia announces universal 

mobilization of troops to 

respond the Austro-

Hungarian offensive against 

Serbia. 

191

4 

July 

19
th

. 

Germany declares War 

against Russia, beginning of 

the Great War. 

191

5 

May 

2
nd

. 

Beginning of the German 

invasions in the Eastern 

front.  

191

5 

August 

23
rd

. 

Emperor Nicholas takes over 

command of troops in place of 

the Grand Duke. 

 

 

191

6 

Decemb

er 16
th 

-

17
th
. 

Murder of Rasputin 

191

7 

Februar

y 23
rd

. 

Beginning of the massive 

protests and demonstrations 

in Petrograd. 

Beginning of the February 

Revolution. 

191

7 

Februar

y 27
th
. 

Power in Petrograd turned 

over to the interim Committee 

of the State Duma, led by 

Rodzyanko. 

191

7 

March 

2
nd

. 

Signing by Nicholas of the 

Abdication Manifest in 

Pskov. 

 

 

1917 

Mar

ch 

5
th

. 

Beginning 

of the 

Provisional 

Governmen

ts period. 

     Based on the time-line from 

history1900.about.com 

¶ End of the Regime, Beginning of the 

Provisional Government: 

Tsar Nicholas IIôs Regime finalizes with the 

signing of his resignation and his sons 

resignation on March the 2
nd

. His brother  



 

 

heir to the thrown since the moment 

Alexeiôs resignation was signed, 

immediately resigned to his own rights to 

thrown on March the 4
th
, after the Empire 

had fallen and the last Romanov heir had 

resigned a new Provisional Government 

was instated and now in the middle of a 

national crisis and with great opposition it is 

time to begin to work for Russia and ensure 

not only the survival of the nation as a 

whole, but also ensure peace and stability  

to achieve development and to instate a 

democratic-constitutional form of 

government as a counter-party to 

Absolutism and to the Proletariat 

Revolution and the instauration of a 

socialist regime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The 

Eastern 

Front: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

II.  Members of the Cabinet and 

MEMBERS OF THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENTôS MINISTERIAL CABINET: 

Position Name Party 

Minister-President and Minister 

of the Interior 
Georgy Lvov Kadet 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Pavel Milyukov Kadet 

Minister of War and Navy Alexander Guchkov Octobrist 

Minister of Transport Nikolai Nekrasov Kadet 

Minister of Trade and Industry Alexander Konovalov Progressist 

Minister of Justice Alexander Kerensky Socialist-Revolutionary Party 

Minister of Finance Mikhail Tereshchenko 

No formal party affiliation but 

shared Progressists views. 

Minister of Education Andrei Manuilov Kadet 

Minister of Agriculture Andrei Shingarev Kadet 

Ober-Procurator of the Holy 

Synod 
Vladimir Lvov Progressist 

Commander of the Armed 

Forces 
General Lavr Kornílov  
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Biography  

Biographies of the Members of the 

Provisional Governments Ministerial 

Cabinet: 

1. Prince Georgy Evgenevich Lvov:  

 

He is the current leader of the Russian 

Provisional Government, following the 

February Revolution and the Resignation of 

Tsar Nicholas II and the next in line his son 

Alexei whoôs resignation was signed by his 

father as well (in of the political 

circumstances and Alexeiôs issues with his 

health) and in consequence the next in line 

would be the Tsarôs brother, who only two 

days afterwards resigned as well his right to 

throne, so a Provisional Government led by 

former members of the Duma and some 

ministers was instated in Russia, Georgy 

Lvov came to power on March 5
th
 1917. 

Prince Lvov was born in Dresden into a 

Rurikid family, descended from sovereign 

princes of Yaroslavl. His family moved 

home to Popovka in the Aleksin region near 

Tula from Germany soon after his birth. He 

graduated from the University of Moscow 

with a degree in law, and then worked in the 

civil service until 1893. In 1905, Lvov 

joined the liberal Constitutional Democratic 

Party. A year later he won election to the 

First Duma and was nominated for a 

ministerial position. 

A spokesman before the First World War 

on behalf of the rural landed gentry at the 

Romanov court, Lvov served as Minister of 

the Interior from 1886-93 and was a 

member of the Duma from 

1905.  Throughout his political career he 

remained chiefly concerned with boosting 

the representation of rural interests in 

government, and thus while regarded as a 

reformer he was noted for his moderation. 

Head of the All-Russian Union of Zemstvos 

(rural assemblies) when war broke out in 

August 1914, Lvov initially devoted himself 

to voluntary relief work (as he had during 

the earlier Russo-Japanese War) before, in 
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1915, voicing rural disquiet at the 

government's over-reliance economically 

upon the country's heavy industrial areas 

(such as Moscow and Petrograd). 

June 1915 saw Lvov's appointment as 

chairman to a new body established to 

protect rural and urban interests, 

Zemgor.  His appointment was intended to 

encourage wider economic participation of 

rural and urban areas in the war 

effort.  Within months it played an 

important role in the production and 

delivery of crucial medical supplies to the 

army, although it was regarded with some 

suspicion by the government. 

As revolution approached, Lvov - with a 

background as a liberal monarchist - came 

to believe that Russia would suffer military 

defeat at the hands of Germany and Austria-

Hungary unless Tsar Nicholas II abdicated 

and a new government put in place. 

With the February Revolution of 1917 (and 

the Tsar's consequent abdication) Lvov was 

appointed Prime Minister and Minister of 

the Interior, chiefly as a means of ensuring 

liberal urban and rural support for the new 

political regime.  Today March the 5
th
 is the 

first day of Lvovôs ruling and of the period 

of the new Provisional Government.  

2. Pavel Miliukov:  

 

 The Russian historian and statesman 

Pavel Nikolayevich Miliukov (1859-

1943) supported the Westernization and 

the modernization of Russia while 

criticizing the ruthlessness and 

authoritarianism of its government.  

 Pavel Miliukov was born on January 

27
th,

 1859; into a middle-class family in 

Moscow. He manifested an early 

interest in both history and politics. As a 

consequence of his independent views, 

he was suspended for a period of one 

year from the University of Moscow in 

1881.  

 

He completed his formal training in the 

historical-philosophical faculty of 

Moscow University in 1886 and began 
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the extensive archival research on his 

magisterial thesis, National Economy in 

Russia in the First Quarter of the 18
th
 

Century and the Reforms of Peter the 

Great, which he defended successfully 

and published in 1892. In the meantime 

he began his teaching career as lecturer 

at the University of Moscow and as a 

secondary school teacher.  

 

In the mid-1890s Miliukov became 

progressively more concerned with what 

may be called the political implications 

of his theoretical position as historian. 

As a Westernizer and liberal, Miliukov 

supported in-depth Westernization of 

the Russian national economy as well as 

public involvement in governmental 

decision making. These views, together 

with his efforts to encourage formation 

and activity of middle-class liberal 

organizations, were regarded by the 

czarist government as a direct challenge 

to established authority.  

 

Miliukov was dismissed from the 

University of Moscow in 1895 and 

forbidden to teach in the Russian 

Empire; in addition, the Ministry of 

Internal Affairs arranged for his exile, 

first from Moscow and ultimately from 

the Russian Empire. Thus, in 1895, he 

left to accept a teaching position in 

Serbia and did not return to Russia until 

1899. He was arrested once more, in 

1900, for his liberal public utterances. 

After this he embarked on a series of 

exiles, which he characteristically 

combined with professional activities as 

a teacher and writer. 

 

He spent parts of 1901 and 1902 in 

England and parts of 1903, 1904, and 

1905 in the United States. Miliukov 

continued his historical research and 

writing at an unabated pace, publishing 

no fewer than four major works in 

Russian history, including his classic 

Outlines of the History of Russian 

Culture (3 volumes, 1896-1903) as well 

as an edition of his lectures at the 

University of Chicago, Russia and its 

Crisis (1905). In the meantime, police 

harassment did not prevent him from 

becoming a principal contributor to the 

left-wing journal of the liberal 

movement, Osvobozhdeniie 

(Liberation). 

 

With the outbreak of the Revolution of 

1905, Miliukov returned to Russia to 

participate in the organization of the 



 

Constitutional Democratic (Kadet) party 

and to accept the editorship of the party 

organ, Rech' (Speech). He played a 

leading role in his party's delegation to 

the Third and Fourth Dumas (1907-

1912, 1912-1916).  

  

He strongly supported the extension of 

private ownership of property, rapid 

development of industrial technology, 

and close political ties with Western 

Europe. As a corollary to these views, 

he continued to support the concepts of 

broadly based electoral franchise and 

representative government, both of 

which were honored more in the breach 

than in fact in the interval between 1906 

and 1917.  

 

With the outbreak of World War I, 

Miliukov, while supporting the war 

aims of the government, became more 

critical of the actual prosecution of the 

war.  

 

In 1916 he participated in the so-called 

Progressive Bloc, which demanded also 

a reorganization of the government to 

reflect party representation in the Duma. 

Typically, when the Revolution of 1917 

broke out, Miliukov seems to have 

interpreted the events as resulting 

especially from a lack of public 

confidence in the handling of the war. 

Thus, as principal liberal critic of the 

war, Miliukov was invited to become 

minister of foreign affairs of the new 

provisional government, which the 

Duma took responsibility for 

organizing. 

 

3. Alexander Guchkov: 

He served as leader of the Octobrist Party in the 

wake of the 1905 Russian Revolution, and was 

a moderate figure arguing in favor of 

constitutional reform prior to and during World 

War One. 

Born on 26 October 1862 in Moscow the son of 

a wealthy merchant, Guchkov was educated at  



 

 

Moscow and Berlin universities before entering 

the Russian army. 

Having fought in the Second Boer War of 

1899-1902 against the British, Guchkov's role 

in the subsequent disastrous Russo-Japanese 

War of 1904-05 was as head of Russian Red 

Cross operations. 

With Tsar Nicholas II's political concessions in 

the wake of the 1905 Revolution, creating a 

constitutional monarchy, Guchkov was 

instrumental in founding the moderate 

Octobrist Party, dedicated to enacting the Tsar's 

stated manifesto. 

From 1910 until 1911 Guchkov acted as 

president of the State Duma, although by this 

stage he was growing increasingly disillusioned 

with the royal court's apparent desire to agree 

necessary reforms.  He was a notable public 

critic of the Tsar and Tsarina's close advisor 

Grigory Rasputin, at one stage publicizing 

correspondence between the two directed at 

discrediting the latter (for which the Tsarina 

unsuccessfully demanded of the Tsar that 

Guchkov be hanged). 

The onset of war in August 1914 saw Guchkov 

initially return to his former position as head of 

the Russian Red Cross movement.  The 

following year he was appointed chairman of 

the Central War Industries Committee - a body 

treated with suspicion by the government on 

account of its virtually independent 

management of the production of war supplies 

and their transportation to the front. 

Guchkov was rumored, in late 1916, to have 

conspired with the military high command to 

overthrow Nicholas II in order to save the 

monarchy.  In the event he was spared the effort 

by the advent of the February Revolution of 

1917.  Despite ill-health (having suffered two 

heart attacks in 1916) Guchkov travelled to 

Pskov to take delivery of the Tsar's formal 

abdication notice. 

Although he would have preferred the retention 

of a constitutional monarchy over the creation 

of a full republic Guchkov nevertheless agreed 

to serve in the new government on 15 March 

1917, as Minister of War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/nicholasii.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/rasputin.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/nicholasiiabdication.htm


 

4. Nikolai Nekrasov: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He was born on February 1
st
 1879 in the family 

of a priest; Nekrasov graduated with a degree in 

transportation engineering in 1902 and went 

abroad for graduate studies. After returning to 

Russia in 1904, he became a professor at the 

Tomsk Engineering Institute. 

In late 1905, at the height of the Russian 

Revolution of 1905, he helped found the 

Constitutional Democratic party (aka the Kadet 

party) and headed its regional office in Yalta, 

Crimea. He was elected to the 3rd (1907) and 

4th (1912) State Dumas. 

Between 1909 and 1915, Nekrasov was a 

member of the Kadets' Central Committee, 

where he was consistently Left of center. He 

delivered the Kadets' parliamentary 

interpellation on April 9, 1912 after the Lena 

massacre,
[1]

 denouncing what he described as 

the government's illegal interference in an 

economic dispute between labor and capital on 

the side of the latter.  

Later in 1912 Nekrasov argued that 

"constructive work" within the Duma had been 

made impossible by the Tsarist government and 

that the party should be more confrontational 

and use the Duma for anti-government 

propaganda instead of lawmaking.  On June 11, 

1915 he resigned from the Central Committee 

over what he saw as the majority's willingness 

to give the government a blank check during 

World War I. 

On November 6, 1916, Nekrasov was elected 

deputy Chairman of the Duma. At the same 

time, convinced that Emperor Nicholas II and 

his court were leading the country down the 

road to a military defeat and revolution, 

Nekrasov began plotting with former Duma 

Chairman Octobrist Alexander Guchkov and 

industrialist Mikhail Tereschenko to force 

Nicholas to abdicate.  Their plans were still in 

progress when the February Revolution of 

1917. 

Nekrasov became a member of the 

Provisional Committee of the State Duma 

on February 27, 1917. On March 2 he was 
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appointed transportation minister in the 

Russian Provisional Government formed 

by the Duma. He also argued for the 

inclusion of moderate socialists 

(Mensheviks and Socialist 

Revolutionaries) in the government. 

5. Alexander Konovalov: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He was born in Moscow in 1875, he was 

educated in Physics and Mathematics, 

and he also was a gifted musician, a pupil 

of Professor Mosk. He was an heir of the 

textile industry the interests of the 

company have a determining influence on 

career choices.  

From 1897 he headed the Association of 

Manufactures "Ivan Konovalov and son" 

by withdrawing its industry in the number 

of advanced. Realizing the need for 

"social peace" within Russia, he searched 

to promote industrial development. His 

industries, introduced in 1900 at its one 

of his factories the 9-hour day labor shift, 

and with the companies income he built 

housing, schools, hospitals, shelter, etc. 

In 1905, Konovalov became chairman of 

the Kostroma Committee of Trade and 

Manufactures, and took an active part in 

political life: he was among the 

organizers of Commerce and Industry 

Party, founded in 1905 for election in the 

1
st
 State Duma. 

In February 1911 initiative Konovalova a 

Russian Gazette published a letter of 

protest against the repressive policies of 

the tsarist administration to Moscow. In 

1912, Konovalov, being one of the 

founders and members of the Moscow 

Bank Ryabushinskys and a member of 

the stock lnopromyshlennogo society, he 

was elected to the 4
th
 State Duma, where 

he became one of the major experts on 

economic policy and on the labor 

question. 

One of the most far-sighted 

representatives of the big bourgeoisie, 

Konovalov sought a peaceful reform of 

state system and unsuccessfully tried to 
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create a bloc of opposition. Using the 

labor movement, Konovalov offered to 

put pressure on the government. In 1915, 

Konovalov was Deputy Chairman of the 

Central Military-Industrial Committee 

and the organizer of the Duma 

"progressive bloc" that united the 

opposition factions under the slogan of a 

"Cabinet of National Defense". In Sept.. 

1916 Konovalov urged Moscow. 

Manufacturers: "Salvation in one in the 

organization itself, on the one hand, 

workers' organizations on the other. If we 

look at the organization working with 

hostility, prevent it, we will only promote 

anarchy, to promote its own destruction ".  

During the February roar of 1917 

Konovalov was a member of the Interim 

Committee of the State City Council and 

was present when Duke Michael refused 

the throne. As Minister of Trade and 

Industry Konovalov became the first 

member of the Provisional Government 

to promote labor policies and more 

human conditions for worker but the 

Konovalov program could not compete 

with the Bolshevik slogans: he 

considered, . "If the owners do not 

become lawful owners of their 

enterprises; then the company will not be 

able to operate normally and then the 

inevitable economic impasse ". He 

searched for the support of landowners 

towards his policies but the Bolsheviks 

gained more support from the peasantry 

and Russian work force at the time. 

6. Alexander Kerensky: 

Born on 2 May 1881 in Simbirsk, Kerensky 

was the son of a schoolmaster.  From 

studying law at the University of St. 

Petersburg Kerensky established something 

of a reputation for specializing in defending 

cases involving political offences. 

A moderate socialist (and having joined the 

Socialist Revolutionary Party) Kerensky 

was elected to the state Duma in 1912.  A 

stirring orator, Kerensky rapidly established  

 



 

a powerful following among industrial 

workers. 

By the time war broke out in August 1914 

Kerensky was the Dumasôs highest profile 

radical; he was one of relatively few in the 

Duma to oppose Russia's entrance into 

World War One, and he continued 

thereafter as a persistent opponent of the 

tsarist regime, frequently criticizing the 

government's prosecution of the war. 

With illness obliging Kerensky to adopt a 

lower profile in late 1915 his return to St. 

Petersburg during the summer of 1916 was 

marked by a notable increase in the ferocity 

of his complaints levied specifically against 

the Tsar.  By now committed to Russia's 

participation in the war (as a firm opponent 

of German militarism) he was dismayed by 

the weakness of the Tsar's personal 

command of the Russian armies (Nicholas 

II  having taken direct responsibility in 

September 1915). 

Convinced that Russia's future demanded 

radical change, Kerensky publicly called 

upon the Tsar to abdicate towards the end of 

1916.  The February Revolution of 1917, 

which saw the Tsar duly abdicate, brought 

Kerensky two influential positions; as vice-

chairman of the Petrograd Soviet and as 

Minister of Justice in the Provisional 

Government. 

The only person to hold a position within 

the Petrograd Soviet and the Provisional 

Government, Kerensky was able to act as 

liaison between both, serving to further 

boost his public profile. 

As Minister of Justice Kerensky, was 

responsible for the institutional of numerous 

basic civil liberties, including freedom of 

speech, press, assembly and religion; 

universal suffrage and equal rights for 

women. 

7. Mikhail Tereshchenko: 

Descendant from a wealthy family that 

owned a series of sugar factories; they also 
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were recognized philanthropists and 

entrepreneurs in Russia. He was on March 

18, 1886 in Kiev. 

Mikhail Tereshchenko studies in Kiev 

University and Leipzig University. In 1910, 

he joined the Freemasonry and was 

considered one of the five prominent 

Masons in Russia (including Alexander 

Konovalov, Alexander Kerensky, Nikolai 

Nekrasov, and Ivan Yefremov). Mikhail 

Tereschenko was a member of the Fourth 

State Duma. He never formally belonged to 

any political party, but shared many of the 

views of the Russian Progressive Party. 

From 1912 to 1914, Terehschenko was the 

owner of a private publishing house Sirin in 

St Petersburg. 

During the World War I, he participated by 

organizing Red Cross hospitals. Between 

1915 and 1917, Mikhail Terehschenko was 

the Chairman of the Military Industry 

Committee within the Kiev district and also 

was appointed Deputy Chairman of the All-

Russian Military Industry Committee. Also, 

he participated in a conspiracy with the 

purpose of deposing Tsar Nikolas II. After 

the February Revolution of 1917, Mikhail 

Tereshchenko was appointed Minister of 

Finance of the Provisional Government. 

8. Andrei Manuilov: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He was born on 1861 he was a recognized 

Russian economist and politician. He was one 

of the founding members of the Constitutional 

Democratic Party also known as the Kadets. 

He was the Rector of Moscow State University 

the eldest university in Russia, which was 

instated in 1755 thanks to the efforts of Mikhail 

Vasilyevich Lomonosov and support provided 

by Ivan Ivanovich Shuvalov and Empress 

Elizabeth I, during the period from 1908 to 

1911.  

When the Provisional Government was instated 

in view of his recognized role as faculty 

member and of the achievements made during 

his period as Rector of the University he was 

appointed Minister of Education. 
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9. Andrei Shingarev: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He was born on August 18, 1869; he was a 

Russian doctor, publicist and politician. He was 

a Duma deputy and one of the leaders of the 

Constitutional Democratic Party. 

His mother came from an aristocratic family. 

His father, was a successful merchant, first in 

the Tombov region and then in Voronezh. At 

ten years old, he entered a secondary school in 

Voronezh, graduating in 1887. Then he 

continued his studies at Lomonosov Moscow 

State University in the faculty of physics and 

mathematics and graduated in 1891, in 1894 

getting a further degree in medicine. 

Between 1895 and 1897, Shingarev practiced 

medicine. In 1898 he became a country doctor 

and started managing the Voronezh medical 

district. Shingarev was published in many 

newspapers and magazines, for example in the 

newspaper The Russian Idea. He participated in 

the 1905 Russian Revolution while he was in 

Voronezh. 

Shingarev was several times elected for the 

State Duma. After the February revolution, he 

led the food committee; and he was appointed 

as the Minister of Agriculture in 1917 with the 

Provisional Government. 

10. Vladimir Lvov: 

 

 

Vladimir Lvov was a member of the State 

Duma during the first decade of the twentieth 

century. He was a member of the Progressist 

Party and was very liberal with inclinations 

toward non-denominalationism. He was also an 

enemy of Rasputin. As a member of the Duma 

he worked with the ministry that coordinated 

efforts with the Holy Synod.  

With the formation of the Provisional 

Government after the abdication of Tsar 
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Nicholas II, Lvov was selected Ober-Procurator 

of the Holy Synod. 

The Chief Procurator (Ober-Prokuror) has the 

function of overseeing the Synod in order to 

verify the legality of their actions and the 

prompt and orderly fulfillment of their 

responsibilities. 

 

11. General Lavr Kornílov: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He was born in Ust-Kamenogorsk, Siberia, in 

1870. After graduating from the Mikhailovsky 

Artillery Training Corps in 1892 he was 

commissioned and posted to Turkestan. He also 

studied at the General Staff Academy (1895-

1898) before being assigned to espionage duties 

in Iran and India.  

Kornilov was decorated during the Russo-

Japanese War and served as military attaché in 

China from 1907 to 1911. On the outbreak of 

the First World War he commanded Infantry 

divisions on the Eastern Front. He was captured 

by the Austro-Hungarian Army in Galicia in 

1915 but escaped the following year and was 

given command of the 25th Army Corps on the 

South-West Front. 

When the Tsar abdicated a Provisional 

Government, headed by Prince George Lvov, 

was formed. Soon afterwards Kornilov was 

appointed Commander-in-Chief of the 

Petrograd Garrison.  

III.  Political Parties Relevant to the 

Simulation: 

 

¶ The Kadets: 

Also Known as the Constitutional 

Democratic Party, the Party of 

Peopleôs Freedom or Partiya 

Narodnoy Svobody; a Russian 

political party advocating a radical 

change in Russian government 

toward a constitutional monarchy 

like Great Britainôs. The party was 

founded in October 1905 by the 

Union of Liberation and other 

liberals associated with the zemstvos 

(local councils that often were 
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centers of liberal opinion and 

agitation). 

The Kadets were the primary 

representation during the first Duma 

in 1906, but the tradition of despotic 

rule, the dislocations caused by 

World War I (1914ï18), and the 

growth of revolutionary movements 

and agitation during the war caused 

other groups to claim the nationôs 

attention. The following Dumas saw 

a weakening of Kadet strength. Four 

of the members of the Provisional 

Governmentôs first cabinet are 

Kadets. 

¶ The Progressists: 

The party was founded in 1908, they 

were considered moderate liberals, 

Progressists focused on promoting 

development within Russia and 

searched for the instauration of a 

new form of government, and they 

wanted to end with the Russian 

Empire.  

They based their ideals in the 

philosophical thoughts of the 

Westernizers, but their principle 

difference with the Kadets is that 

they did not agree with a 

constitutional monarchy, they 

searched for a more representative 

and popular form of government. 

They had 28 deputies in the Third 

Duma and 48 in the Fourth. 

 

¶ Octobrists: 

The Russian Oktyabrist, also called 

Union of October 17, they were a 

conservative-liberal Russian 

political party whose program of 

moderate constitutionalism called 

for the fulfil lment of the emperor 

Nicholas IIôs October Manifesto. 

Founded in November 1905, the 

party was led by the industrialist 
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Aleksandr Ivanovich Guchkov and 

drew support from liberal gentry, 

businessmen, and some bureaucrats. 

  

As the majority party in the third 

and fourth Dumas (1907ï17), the 

Octobrists favored a legislature with 

real power but insisted that the 

executive be responsible to the 

emperor only; they considered that 

Monarchy should persist as the 

executive power of government but 

strongly believed in the division of 

powers such as separate 

representative organs like the 

Dumas. 

 

¶ The Socialist Revolutionary Party: 

 

 

 

Also known as SR, or ESERY, was 

Russian political party that 

represented the principal alternative 

to the Social-Democratic Workersô 

Party during the last years of 

Romanov rule. Ideological heir to 

the Narodniki (Populists) of the 19th 

century, the party was founded in 

1901 as a rallying point for agrarian 

socialists, whose appeal was 

principally to the peasantry. The 

party program called for the 

socialization of the land and a 

federal governmental structure. 

 

¶ Bolsheviks: 

Meaning ñMajorityò in Russian, this 

party was founded after the Second 

Congress of the Russian Social 

Democratic Labour Party in 1903, 

the whole Congress agrees that 

Revolution in Russia was necessary 

and their final goal was to instate a 

socialist form of government after 

the Revolution. 

The Congress divided over many 

issues; one was over who would 

compose the party. The party 

divided and what would become the 

Bolshevik portion of the party, with 

Lenin at its head, stressed the need 


